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Licks of flame curl around the cast iron pan.  The hot oil 
crackles.  It’s just about time to sear the fresh flavours 
of the morning’s catch, while taking a break along the 
sunny shores of spectacular Northwest Territories. 
Memorable moments like this abound in the vast 
wilderness of the exotic North.

From East to West and from the Arctic coast to the 
60th parallel, the Northwest Territories is saturated 
with rivers and lakes.  Arctic char, Arctic grayling, lake 
trout, Northern pike, pickerel, inconnu, whitefish, and 
other species cruise the waters, just waiting to attack 
your next cast.

The water’s clean.  The sun shines at midnight.  And the only crowds are under 
the water’s surface.  This is a fishing vacation far from the ordinary.
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PROVEN SUCCESS
Peter Kiewit Sons Co. is a subsidiary 
of Kiewit Corporation. Kiewit  is one 
of North America’s largest and 
most respected contractors. From 
our work on oil sands projects in 
Ft. McMurray to the White Rose 
processing modules in Marystown, 
Newfoundland, we offer a proven 
track record of success in delivering 
lump sum, fixed-price contracts.

Construction Services
d

Peter Kiewit Sons Co.
11211 215 St.

2

780-447-3509

780-447-3202 fax

melanie.leitch@kiewit.com

www.kiewit.ca

oisbriand, QC
450-435-5756

Calgary, 
403-693-8701

Milton, ON
905-875-2556

604-278-3331
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cooked meals.  Packages range from 
a day or two to a week or longer. 
Fly-in to a remote lodge on a float 
equipped bush plane, or land in a jet 
on a wilderness runway at a luxury 
lodge. our lodges may be miles 
from towns and villages, but some 
offer convention facilities, hot tubs, 
saunas, Internet access, massage 
services, gourmet meals, bar service 
and satellite telephones.   

Local guides also are available in 
most communities in the Northwest 
Territories. They can escort visitors to 
fishing hot spots for a day or longer.  
They often possess generations 
of knowledge passed down from 
the Elders. They can share their 
experiences of the land and water 
as well as some of the lore of this 
spectacular country. Guests can  
learn the habits of the fish and can 
rely on their guides for safety in  
the wilderness. 

Vistors can also fish on their own.  
Canoe, kayak or boat rentals are 
available in many communities. 
There are boat launches along 
the highways and in Northwest 
Territories parks.  No matter 
where our travellers go, a fishing 
experience is always nearby.

Anglers have a choice of fishing 
techniques in the Northwest 
Territories. They can troll the depths 
of the big lakes in hopes of landing 
a record breaking Lake Trout.  They 
can cast in the shallows to lure a 
Northern Pike or Grayling to strike.  
or they can wade in fast flowing 
rivers to lure Pickerel or Arctic Char 
with a flyrod. Anglers are more than 
likely to catch a fish.  As locals like to 
say, stick your finger in the water and 
a fish will nibble at it.

more actiVities to enJoY 
The North’s lodges and guides 
often provide more than a simple 
fishing excursion.  They can offer an 
introduction to other activities in 
this amazing country. some lodges 
feature hiking, wildlife photography, 
wildlife and bird watching, cultural 
and historical tours. others 
provide trap shooting and hunting 
opportunites. There are lake and 
river tours. Local airlines offer 
flightseeing tours. 

The wildlife here is extraordinary. 
Visitors can choose to look for 
great herds of migrating caribou 
or prehistoric muskox, grazing 
beyond the treeline.  Dall’s sheep 
and mountain goats roam the 
mountains. Wood bison, black bear 
and moose are often spotted near 
our lakes and some communities. 

Trophy-sized Northern pike from Great Slave Lake, and Arctic char from remote rivers above the Arctic Circle are part of the Northwest Territories fish-
ing experience.  Midnight sun, pristine lakes, abundant wildlife and experienced guides are also part of the Northwest Territories fishing experience. 

one oF a kind Fishing 
Fishing adventures here are unique. 
This is one of the least traveled areas 
in the world, well beyond the sounds 
of traffic and crowds. solitary lodges 
reside in the stillness of secluded 
lakes. only the calls of ravens and 
loons disturb the silence. The splash  
of a lure on a quiet lake almost seems 
to echo in the stillness. In a land 
almost twice the size of Texas, every 
angler can head off the beaten track 
and delve deep into the heart of 
spectacular fishing country.

In the early summer fishing season, 
anglers can stay on the water all day 
and all night if they wish.  This is the 
land of the midnight sun, where the 
sky is light all night.  When anglers 
in other parts of the world are rising, 
some here are ready to retire after a 
long day on the water.  And what a 

long, busy and active day it can be. 
There is little competition from other 
anglers, and the fish are definitely up 
for almost any challenge.

The Northwest Territories landscape 
has a variety of textures.  Lush river 
deltas edge the continent along 
the Arctic coast.  In the west, fast 
rivers course from the Mackenzie 
Mountains.  Precambrian granite 
rims the shores of two of the world’s 
largest lakes. Tundra unfurls carpets 
of colourful vegetation across 
the Barrenlands in the northeast.  
These are just a few of the vistas 
the Northwest Territories offers for 
a fishing vacation. Connect with a 
feeling for the land amid the vibrant 
late summer colours of the tundra, or 
on the dramatic, glacier-carved face 
of the Canadian shield.
The tale of the one that got away 

pales, compared with the awesome 
sights of spectacular Northwest 
Territories. Choose a region. There are 
eight: Great slave Gateway, Wood 
Buffalo Country, Northern Frontier, 
Dehcho, Mackenzie heartland, 
Western Arctic, the Barrenlands and 
Yellowknife. Each offers a range of 
topographies, wildlife, services and 
fish species. Each offers a selection of 
amazing adventures: dip a toe in the 
Beaufort sea on the far reaches of the 
continent, fish a tundra river with a 
thousand head of caribou moving by, 
or cast a lure on a freshwater lake as 
big as an ocean. 

Fishing excursions 
The Northwest Territories features 
lodges and guides offering a variety 
of superb fishing experiences.  
Choose the comforts of a cozy 
cabin on a private lake, with home-

EN
o

DA
h 

W
IL

D
Er

N
Es

s 
Tr

AV
EL

 LT
D

. /
 N

W
TT

hA
N

s 
PF

AF
F 

/ G
N

W
T

PA
U

L 
sM

IT
h 

/ N
W

TT

NorThWEsT TErrITorIEs ToUrIsM  |  Fishing.spectacularnwt.com

promotional supplement

NorThWEsT TErrITorIEs ToUrIsM  |  Fishing.spectacularnwt.com

promotional supplement



J u n e  2 0 0 8   uphere   45 44  up here   J u n e  2 0 0 8

Box 249, Nestor Falls, ON, Canada P0X 1K0     info@arcticfi shing.com

TROPHY
“ Catch and Release”

Lake Trout and 
Arctic Grayling

Dubawnt Lake & Mosquito Lake

Comfortable 
American Plan Lodge

All-inclusive, guided 
5 or 9 day packages

Charter fl ights from Winnipeg
We can arrange transportation from 

southern U.S. cities

EXPLORATION AND AIR CHARTERS ALSO AVAILABLE

Cultural experiences top many visitor 
lists - learning the traditional ways of 
northern peoples, purchasing unique 
crafts and art, and connecting with 
families that have lived in this country 
for tens of thousands of years, can 
be a highlight of a memorable fishing 
trip to the Northwest Territories. 

a true northern Feast
Nothing beats the fresh taste of  
fish caught in the North’s waters. 
There is a touch of decadence in 
eating fish fresh from the lake in 
the northern wilderness.  No five 
star restaurant can ever match such 
spectacular flavours. The fish of the 
North make for fantastic eating. 
Trout are delicious, of course, but 
Northern pike have a firm white flesh 
that cooks perfectly wrapped in foil 
over a small fire on a deserted beach. 
Arctic Char is an exotic luxury in many 

parts of the northern world. Northern 
residents tend to favour whitefish 
and pickerel.  These are the fish that 
sell out first at northern hotels and 
restaurants.

our guests also can sample more 
exotic fare.  A special northern meal 
might include moose, muskox, 
ptarmigan, wild tundra berries, bison, 
or caribou. Whether it’s a snack on a 
boat or a full spread in a lodge dining 
room, the meals of the North certainly 
tempt the appetite.

well worth the traVel
Although the Northwest Territories 
offers the exotic and the remote, 
getting here is easy. Three airlines, 
Canadian North, First Air and Air 
Canada provide several jet flights 
a day from  Edmonton or Calgary, 
Canada to Yellowknife, the capital. 

From Yellowknife, or other large 
communities, local airlines with float-
equipped aircraft carry travellers to 
terrific fishing locales, deep in the 
untouched wilderness. The over-
populated fishing holes of the south  
are a far away memory.  here, the land 
is filled with stillness, water and fish.  
The Northwest Territories is pure  
fishing poetry.

For a copy of the Northwest Territories 
Fishing Guide contact:

northwest territories tourism 
Box 610, Yellowknife 
NT  X1A 2N5  Canada

Toll-free number: 1.800.661.0788
Email: info@spectacularnwt.com
www.spectacularnwt.com

Mackay Lake Lodge
The world’s finest fishing in the land
of the midnight sun. Over 100 miles
long, Mackay Lake is home to giant
Lake Trout, Arctic Grayling, and
Northern Pike. Caribou migrations
one of natures last, true remaining
spectacles, take place around mid
July each year. Wildlife, which is

unique to the Canadian tundra,
shares this land with nesting birds
and wild flowers. The aurora begins
its nightly dance as the long summer
days fade into August. A truly magic
place MacKay Lake Lodge offers full
service, 5 days, American plan
fishing from Yellowknife for $1895.00

Mackay Lake Lodge
Box 26, Yellowknife X1A 2N1
Toll Free – 1-888-359-9537  Phone – 1-867-873-8533 Fax – 1-867-920-4834
www.truenorthsafaris.com   info@truenorthsafaris.com

Fishing  Birding  Photography  Dinner Cruises  
Canoeing  Fly-ins  Wildlife Viewing  Aurora Viewing

For a Great Northern Experience! 
Y EL LO W K N I F E

Guided trips on Great Slave Lake

Phone: (867) 444-8320    
Email: ykoutadv@yahoo.ca
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For Jim Peterson, his soul’s home was his 
hunting and fishing lodge on trout-filled, 
caribou-thronged Point Lake in the NWT’s 
Barrenlands. To sustain this beloved home, 
and to be able to share it with others, 
Peterson became a crusader for Northern 
tourism – and, until his death this past spring, 
a fierce critic of those who blocked his way. 

Peterson was born in Northern ontario, and 
grew up in the out-of-doors. In 1979, as a 
35-year old paramedic with the Canadian 
Forces, he was sent to Yellowknife. he fell 
for the place, and decided he and his young 
family would stay. When the military re-
assigned him south, he said no, and quit. 

In the early 1980s, Peterson met Greg 
robertson, a Yellowknife fishing outfitter. 
They shared a mutual passion for the 
outdoors and guiding, and became friends. 
Peterson acquired an outfitter’s license, 
signed up clients, and headed with them 
and robertson to the Barrenlands for a 
september caribou sports-hunt. 

It didn’t go as planned. “We just had small 
tents and summer stuff,” recalls robertson. 
“A major Arctic blizzard struck – 60-mile-
per-hour winds and blowing snow. We got 
stuck in survival mode, and couldn’t get out 
for three days. And after that, for awhile, Jim 
had second thoughts about outfitting.” 
Those hesitations, however, vanished after 
Peterson saw Point Lake. splayed across the 
Coppermine river drainage, the many-armed 
lake sits 350 kilometres north of Yellowknife, 
just beyond the treeline. There, Peterson 
reeled in fat lake-trout, discovered a sandy 
beach backed by a breezy esker, and decided 
this was the place. 

Peterson’s Point Lake Lodge began as just 
canvas wall-tents, and then, over time, grew 
to the elaborate complex of cabins that 
stands today. During summer’s brief window, 

sportsmen came from all over to catch trophy 
lakers. In mid-August, as the Barrenground 
caribou arrived, fishing switched to hunting.   
 
Ever the military man, Peterson ran things 
with martial discipline. he was called 
“bossman.” he kept facilities immaculate, 
and demanded staff work hard. he set the 
pace – get clients on the water by 7:30 a.m., 
stay out ‘til 7 p.m., take about 15 minutes for 
lunch. Working for him, you couldn’t screw 
up. some employees folded. others became 
devoted to their headstrong leader. They 
respected him, and understood his style. 

“he’s got an outhouse up there – it’s a 
double-decker,” robertson says, laughing. 
“on top it’s got ‘the boss’ and, below, ‘the 
guides.’ That’s the type of person he was.” 

Peterson didn’t leave his hard-nosed manner 
at the lodge. It came out in his views on 
politicians, bureaucrats and their treatment 
of outfitting and tourism. Tony Whitford met 
Peterson two decades ago when Whitford, 
now the NWT’s commissioner, was door-
knocking for votes as a lowly MLA. Peterson 
backed Whitford, but cut him no slack. In the 
off-season they’d hang out at Tim hortons, 
bantering over coffee. “he’d say, “You’ve 
got to listen to us,’” Whitford says. “he made 
sure I never forgot who supported me.” 

Peterson felt some politicians had forgotten. 
A decade ago, tourism in the NWT was 
in rough shape – under-funded, under-
marketed, under-achieving. In 2002, 
Peterson was picked as chair of the NWT’s 
visitor-industry association, NWT Tourism. 
About the same time, David Grindlay became 
executive director. Grindlay watched 
Peterson go on the warpath.

“he took it head on, with the politicians and 
the bureaucrats,” Grindlay says. “he was 
forthright -- a very forthright individual. 

he doesn’t call a spade a spade, he calls it a 
f****** shovel. But at times, that’s exactly 
what you need. There’s a time for diplomacy 
and there’s a time for being forthright. And 
Jim felt it was time to be forthright.”

some officials balked at Peterson’s brash 
style. still, it paid dividends. Tourism 
budgets jumped; marketing strategies were 
overhauled. The NWT’s tourism industry got 
more attention, respect – and business.  

Internal ills were cured as well. When 
Peterson came on, the association was on 
the ropes: $250,000 in the hole. “Jim was in 
here on saturdays and sundays for hours, 
while he was trying to run his own business,” 
says Grindlay. They hired a business-
development firm, slaved away, and by 
year’s end the organization was in the black.

“It was Jim’s passion that turned the 
organization in the direction it’s now 
headed,” Grindlay says. “We can thank 
Jim for his commitment to the industry.” 
Whitford agrees: “Jim was a good 
ambassador for the North. he did his part  
to advance tourism in the territory.”
  
Jim Peterson was diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer in June 2007. still, he 
managed to open his lodge that summer. he 
and robertson took a boat down the lake 
“and we had a great time, but I could tell 
something was wrong,” says robertson. 
Peterson fought the disease, went for chemo 
in Edmonton, but continued to deteriorate. 
At one point, when he was in hospital in 
Yellowknife, Whitford went to visit him, a Tim 
hortons coffee in hand. Eventually, a group 
of friends – plus some total strangers – built a 
wheelchair ramp into Peterson’s home, so he 
could spend his final days there.   

Peterson died in Yellowknife April 15, at age 
64. he is survived by his wife, Margaret, his 
children, Chad and Amanda, and his siblings, 
Ingrid, Nelly, shirley and Bobby. They hope to 
spread his ashes this summer at Peterson’s 
Point Lake Lodge.  

ThE BossMAN’s 
LEGACYAccommodates 30 in lodge 

and cabins. Bathrooms 
c/w showers, sauna, meals, 

maid service, guides, 
18’ boats and telephone. 

Trophy Lake Trout, Arctic 
Grayling, Northern Pike  

and Whitefish.

OPEN FROM JUNE 
TO SEPTEMBER.

On the East Arm of Great Slave Lake near Lutsel K’e. 
Frontier Fishing Lodge

Write or call for a brochure 
Box 32008, Edmonton, AB  T6K 4C2 

Toll free: 1-877-465-6843 
www.frontierfishinglodge.com 
info@frontierfishinglodge.com

Located between Duncan and Graham Lakes, 
33 miles northeast of Yellowknife, Yellow Dog 
Lodge at Pilote Point features a comfortable 
lodge with 2 private cabins. Great sportfishing 
and outdoor adventure await you with lakes 
and streams offering the finest lake trout, 
northern pike and arctic grayling in the region. 
This is a true experience of a lifetime.

3 days, 2 nights includes charter 
flight, only $1208 CAN per double 
occupancy.

Phone: (403) 668-9936 
Cell: (867) 445-8247

Yellow Dog Lodge 
at Pilote Point

www.yellowdoglodge.ca

250 sq. miles of some of the clearest and cleanest 
waters in the world full of 30+lb. Northerns 

and Lake Trout. Just bring your groceries to 
our fully modern 6-man self-contained 

cabins or we can feed you. Full ameni-
ties on site: propane fridges, freezers, 
stoves, lights, wood stoves, bunk 

beds, flush toilets, shower facilities.

Fish all day and night in the 
land of the midnight sun. 

Open for the month 
of June only.

Box 12, R.R. #2 Lacombe, AB  T4L 2N2
Phone: (403) 885-4265   Fax: (403) 885-5474
lcameron@albertahighspeed.netwww.thubunlakes.net

The Best Kept Secret 
North of the 49th! 

Jim Peterson may have been gruff and tough, but the late hunting-
and-fishing outfitter did great things for Northern tourism

1944 – 2008




