
IF YOU GO

What it is: The Wave is an area
of surreal multicolored rock
chutes cut into a sandstone
mountain. The area is perfect
for a day hike.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Where it is: Paria Canyon-Ver-
milion Cliffs, 18 kilometres
west of Page, Ariz.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

How to get there: Fly to Phoe-
nix or Denver and then
change planes to fly directly to
Page.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

How to see it: The Wave is
open all year but your chances
of obtaining a permit to visit
are much better November

through March. The U.S.
Bureau of Land Management
runs two lotteries. You can
apply online four months in
advance for one of 10 permits
issued a day. For trips with less
advance planning, try for one
of the next 10 permits by
applying in person the day
before your hike at Grand
Staircase-Escalante National
Monument Visitor Center in
nearby Kanab, Utah. For per-
mits: blm.gov/az/st/en/arolr-
smain/paria.html
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Where to stay: Amangiri, a
luxurious Aman resort in Can-
yon Point, Utah, is less than a

half-hour from the trailhead.
The resort will schedule a
guided, full-day hiking excur-
sion. The guide will attend the
in-person lottery on your
behalf but there is no guaran-
tee (there are often more than
100 applicants vying for 10
permits). If you don’t get in,
the guide will take you to oth-
er stunning locations in the
Vermilion Cliffs area, includ-
ing Thousand Pockets, Hodg-
e’s Hideaway or the Middle
Route of Buckskin Gulch.
Rooms from $1,100 (U.S.) a
night. amanresorts.com
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Margie Goldsmith

Letmetellyou
whatIheard

WE HAVE A LOT OF GROUND TO COVER.

Ashimmering
blanketof
silence

SPECTACULAR NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. EXPERIENCE THE SOUNDS AND SILENCE THAT ARE AS TANGIBLE
AS THE LAND ITSELF. THE ROAR OF TOWERING WATERFALLS BECKONS TRAVELLERS TO STOP AND EMBRACE THEIR MAJESTIC POWER.
GAZE UPON WOOD BISON AS THEY LUMBER THROUGH GRASSLANDS OF WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK. IN QUIET CONTEMPLATION,
LOOK UP AT THE AURORA AS IT ILLUMINATES THE NORTHERN SKY. NO TWO EXPERIENCES ARE EVER THE SAME. WHAT STORY WILL YOU
TAKE HOME TO TELL?

PLAN YOUR OWN SPECTACULAR NORTHWEST TERRITORIES ADVENTURE AT SPECTACULARNWT.COM.
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subtle thunder SPECTACULARNWT.COM
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I was smitten the moment I saw
a photograph of the striated

rocks of the Wave. Imagine sand-
stone rocks as smooth as marble
in layers of butterscotch, cream,
beige and burnt orange. This is
what hikers find at Paria Canyon-
Vermilion Cliffs, 18 kilometres
west of Page, Ariz., on the border
of Utah. The area was nicknamed
by photographers because of its
swirling carved canyons which
rise up like domes and recede like
waves. Its real name is Coyote
Buttes and the area is one of the
most photographed in the West.
It’s also considered one of Ameri-
ca’s crown jewel hiking spots.

The Wave is little known,
because if you look on most maps
of Arizona you won’t find it. Once
you learn about the 11-kilometre,
out-and-back canyon (or see the
photographs) you’ll want to expe-
rience it yourself.

The trailhead is in North Coyote
Buttes midway between Page and
Kanab, Utah. But first you’ll need
a permit, and they are as hard to
come by as hot concert tickets.

The U.S. Bureau of Land Man-
agement protects the fragile area
by keeping a tight control on per-
mits. It issues just 20 a day by lot-
tery. If you’re one of the lucky
permit winners, you’ll pretty
much have the place to yourself.
(April through October are in
high demand but it’s easier to
land one in the winter months.)

I snagged a permit but I was
warned that without an experi-
enced guide, it would be almost
impossible to find. I’m glad I took
the advice.

I hiked with my guide, Robert,
through five kilometres of desert

mountain terrain and a few steep
hills of sand. There were no trees,
no marked trail to follow, and
only the occasional cairn to indi-
cate the direction. After about 90
minutes, we arrived at the hidden
rock slit known as the Secret Pas-
sage. It seemed to appear out of
nowhere, and I’d never have
found it on my own. We entered a
sandstone wash of rounded hills
polished by wind and water as
smooth as marble. Some forma-
tions looked like pillars or cones,
others like giant cauliflower and
broccoli heads.

The landscape was surreal –
sandstone hills swirled with
stripes the colour of cinnamon,
nutmeg and milk chocolate, it felt
like I was standing in a bowl of
cake batter. The rainbow of
colours ran ribbon-like around
the rock formations like giant
waves petrified in motion. 

While my guide went off to take
photos, I sat down on a rock, mes-
merized by the million-year-old
formations. The only sound was
the whispering wind. I ran my
hands along the rock face, so
smooth to the touch. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Ribbons of colour,
hidden deep 
in the desert 
You literally have to be a lottery winner
to see this secluded phenomenon
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The Wave’s layered sandstone is as smooth to the touch as marble, polished by wind and water over millions of years. WILDLIFEPH
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WE HAVE A LOT OF GROUND TO COVER.

Ashimmering
blanketof
silence

SPECTACULAR NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. EXPERIENCE THE SOUNDS AND SILENCE THAT ARE AS TANGIBLE
AS THE LAND ITSELF. THE ROAR OF TOWERING WATERFALLS BECKONS TRAVELLERS TO STOP AND EMBRACE THEIR MAJESTIC POWER.
GAZE UPON WOOD BISON AS THEY LUMBER THROUGH GRASSLANDS OF WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK. IN QUIET CONTEMPLATION,
LOOK UP AT THE AURORA AS IT ILLUMINATES THE NORTHERN SKY. NO TWO EXPERIENCES ARE EVER THE SAME. WHAT STORY WILL YOU
TAKE HOME TO TELL?

PLAN YOUR OWN SPECTACULAR NORTHWEST TERRITORIES ADVENTURE AT SPECTACULARNWT.COM.
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Join the conversation and follow us on Facebook and Twitter ���������	�
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Northern owned and
operated, providing scheduled
air service to and from
Yellowknife, Edmonton, Fort
McMurray, Hay River, Fort
Smith, Fort Chipewyan, Red
Deer, and Kelowna, as well as
charter services 24/7.

Toll-Free: 1-877-872-2216
Fax: 1-867-872-2214
NWAL.CA

NorthwesternAir

*Use the special promotion code provided at aircanada.com/NWT or call your travel agent. Offer is available on new bookings only. The discount applies
exclusively at aircanada.com on Air Canada-published Tango fares for travel from any airport in Canada, served by Air Canada, to Yellowknife and cannot be
combined with any other offer. The discount applies to the base fare only and all other air transportation charges, including surcharges, and applicable taxes
and fees are not discounted. An advance purchase may be required. Tickets must be purchased by November 4, 2013, for travel between November 2, 2013,
and February 28, 2014. For complete details, visit aircanada.com/NWT. ®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aimia Canada Inc.

SAVE 10%
SPECIAL OFFER: Only Air Canada offers daily flights from both
Calgary and Edmonton to Yellowknife with easy connections
from all over Canada. Earn Aeroplan® Miles on every flight.
Save 10% on Tango fares. Get your promo code now.*

spectacularnwt.com/guides
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tourism@hayriver.com
HAYRIVER.COM

TownofHayRiver

Experience our year-round
celebrations of arts, culture and
entertainment in the Festival
Capital of the North! Fort
Smith is also the gateway to a
spectacular natural playground.
Unexpected and unforgettable,
Fort Smith has it all!

1-867-872-8400
FORTSMITH.CA
TOWNOFFORTSMITH@FORTSMITH.CA

Townof
Fort SmithThis UNESCOworld heritage

site boasts Canada’s deepest
river canyons, greatest
waterfall, most exhilarating
adventures, stunning peaks and
plateaus, and priceless legends
of headless prospectors and
lost adventurers.

NahanniNationalParkReserve
1-867-695-7750
PC.GC.CA/NAHANNI

Find yourNahanni!
Hay River is a sportsman’s
paradise, with fishing,
camping, hunting and a
plethora of outdoor activities
all at your fingertips. Less
than a day’s drive from
Edmonton and on the south
shore of Great Slave Lake.
Hay River is an experience
that you won’t soon forget.

PARKSCANADA.GC.CA/BUFFALO

RUSH HOUR. WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK.

WATCH FREE-ROAMING BISON CROSS THE ROAD. LOOK FOR ANIMAL TRACKS ON
CANADA’S ONLY SALT PLAINS. SWIM IN KARST SINKHOLES. EXPERIENCE THE WONDERS

OF A UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE. LIVE LIFE AT OUR SPEED.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT PARKSCANADA.GC.CA/BUFFALO OR CALL 1.867.872.7960.

RUSH HOUR. WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK.

Join the Nahanni Specialists
- Canoe
- Kayak
- Raft
- Hike
Exceeding expectations
for over 50 years!

1-888-897-5223
adventures@nahanniwild.com
NAHANNIWILD.COM

Nahanni
Wilderness
Adventures
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HOTOTOUR.COM

What it is: The Chocolate Hills
are thought to have been
formed as uplifted marine
limestone was cracked by tec-
tonic movements and then
weathered away by water and
wind. More than 1,300 individ-
ual hills cover more than 50
square kilometres and range
from 30 to 90 metres in
height.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Where it is: In the centre of
Bohol province in the Philip-
pines, on one of the major
islands of the Visayas. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

How to get there: From Mani-
la, fly to Tagbilaran Airport.
Philippine Airlines or Cebu Pa-
cific Airlines offer direct flights
(around 70 minutes). If you
are travelling through the
Visayas, ferries running be-
tween Cebu City and Tagbila-
ran are frequent. Once in

Tagbilaran, buses or taxis can
take you to the interior of the
island in a few hours depend-
ing on the route. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Where to stay: For a resort-
style hotel, try the Chocolate
Hills Adventure Park or the
Sagbayan Peak mountaintop
resort. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Note: The 7.2 magnitude
earthquake that struck the
central Visayas in October,
centred on the island of
Bohol, caused widespread ca-
sualties and damages in an
area where the economy is
largely dependent on tourism.
Though the Philippine Depart-
ment of Tourism has declared
the Chocolate Hills open for
visitors, it is advisable to
research and book ahead. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Greg Quinion
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This is the second part of a five-
week look at lesser-known 
wonders of the world.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

On globeandmail.com

For the first two picks – and to
see more of the Chocolate Hills
and the Wave – visit 
tgam.ca/wonders.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

On Instagram

Have you seen a wonder on your
travels? Follow globeandmail on
Instagram and share your 
pictures with the hashtag 
#globewonders and we’ll publish
our favourites.
tgam.ca/travel

BE PART OF THE SERIES

Looking out upon the Choco-
late Hills of Bohol, I knew

that I was seeing a true wonder.
The enormousness of the
dimensions, the extraordinary
remoteness, the fantastical odd-
ness – it all did not seem real.

Fresh off a trip to the Banaue
Rice Terraces, I saw a photo of
the hills in the window of a Ma-
nila tourism office.

Making a spur of the moment
decision, I booked a plane ticket
to Tagbilaran, the capital of
Bohol province, on an island
about a little more than an
hour flight away.

From there it was a matter of
finding a bus to Carmen, a town
of about 45,000 located almost
exactly in the centre of the
island.

As the road climbed upward, I
found myself deep in the heart
of a broad plateau, where
rolling limestone hills competed
with flat rice paddies for my at-
tention.

Then, rather suddenly, there
they were: huge conical hills ris-
ing up from the edge of a wet,
green landscape.

I had first viewed the hills
from the window of my air-
plane. From above, it appeared
the Earth had broken out in
tiny goosebumps. It was impres-
sive, but nothing compared with
seeing them up close.

My first thought was how
unbelievably alien the hills
looked. They were both massive
and compact; towering, yet per-
fectly round. Their near-vertical
sides rise up into the sky only
to taper into perfect cones and
domes.

Each was different, but they
all seemed to share the same
charming proportions and
uncanny symmetry. They looked
almost artificial, too perfect to
be the product of erosion and
time.

The bus let me off near the
government-run Chocolate Hills

Complex. Perched atop one of
the larger hills, it housed a res-
taurant and a well-placed obser-
vation deck.

I spent the next few hours in
silent awe, watching as the trop-
ical sun and rolling white clouds
conspired to bathe the gumdrop
hills in waves of light and sha-
dow. (The name Chocolate Hills
comes from the brown colour
the sun-burnt cogon grass takes
in summer.) Below me, a village
of thatched Nipa huts clustered
by the feet of one colossal
mound, the houses looking
cheerful and oblivious in its
massive shadow.

In my opinion, a wonder is a
place so unique that a traveller
can search for the rest of his life
and never find another like it.

It is a place that makes you
doubt that what you are seeing
is real: Never in my wildest
imaginations had I thought it
geologically possible for a land-
scape to look so strange as this
one. As I stood there, looking
out upon that impossible pan-
orama of stark and beautiful
contrasts, I found myself pon-
dering whether these might be
the only such hills in all the
universe – and contemplating
what other wonders lay
unknown to us still.
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Where seeing is still not believing 
Rising out of rice paddies, the Chocolate Hills look almost too perfect to be real 
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The Chocolate Hills of Bohol take on a brown tinge when the sun-burnt
cogon grass changes colour in summer. GREG QUINION
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