
Experience the Nahanni
The Grand Canyon of the North. The crown-jewel of Canada’s wilderness rivers. 
Whatever you call it, the South Nahanni River—and the larger Nahanni National 
Park Reserve—is the Dehcho’s wild world to explore. Ancient canyons, rushing 
rivers, and towering spires are all well within reach from Fort Simpson. Fly over 
the Ram Plateau and touch down upstream of Virginia Falls to witness the river 
plunge nearly 100 metres, making Niagara look quaint by comparison. Continue 
on to Glacier Lake to marvel at the jaw-dropping Cirque of the Unclimbables, 
sheer granite spires that only a few have ever dared summit. Other flightseeing 
trips will bring you over massive tufa mounds or to Little Doctor Lake, where 
you can unwind at a scenic wilderness lodge by a lake you have all to yourself. 
For the full experience, take a guided tour down the Nahanni by raft, canoe or 
kayak to truly appreciate the scale of the river canyons and the wonder of remote 
wilderness adventure.

It’s a legendary land blessed with heaven-scraping peaks, blanketed with 
dense forest and teeming with roaming giants. It’s home to warm hearts, 
smiling faces and outsized stories. And the Mackenzie River runs through 
it all. The Dehcho is a wilderness paradise, a paddler’s dream and the 
perfect place to start your next great adventure.
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The wonders 
of the Dehcho

things you must do in 
the NWT’s big river land10 
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Stay at  
Sambaa Deh
Just off NWT Highway 1, feel the rumble 
and roar of the Trout River racing through 
a layered limestone canyon it has carved 
out over millions of years at Sambaa Deh 
Falls Territorial Park. Camp at the park and 
search for fossils upstream at Coral Falls.

Golf at midnight
Tee off in Fort Simpson—especially in 
June. That’s when the sun barely dips 
below the horizon at summer’s peak 
and you can get in nine holes under the 
twilight at the Seven Spruce Golf Course.

Go with  
the flow
The Mackenzie River (“Deh Cho,” or big 
river) is the largest in Canada and the 
superhighway through the NWT. Put in at 
Fort Simpson and paddle straight to the 
Arctic Ocean. Stop in Wrigley, at the foothills 
of the Mackenzie Mountains, to hike the 
newly built 2-km trail to Smith Creek Falls.

Explore  
Fort Simpson
Discover the Dehcho hub’s rich history. 
Start at the age-old Dene meeting place on 
the Flats, where the Mackenzie and Liard 
rivers merge. You’ll find a large drum circle, 
an arbour and a reconstructed teepee 
from Pope John Paul II’s famed 1987 visit.

Pack a picnic  
at blackstone
The perfect place to spend the night or 
have a picnic, Blackstone Territorial Park 
campground features a picturesque 
view across the Liard River of the 
namesake bluff of Nahanni Butte, a 
small, fly-in community.

Discover  
local art
Fort Liard is famous for bison that 
wander through town and rub up against 
buildings. It’s also home to the Acho 
Dene Native Crafts store, where you can 
purchase an ornate birchbark basket or 
moosehide moccasins made in the NWT.

Learn from a 
Dehcho expert
Take a guided trip on the Mackenzie River 
with a local tour operator. Try traditional 
foods, play Dene games and learn the 
various uses of plants in medicine while 
walking a Dene trail that’s nearly one 
thousand years old.

Tackle 
tremendous 
trout
The community-run Sambaa K’e Fishing 
and Tourism Lodge has offered world-
class fishing to sport anglers for 35 years. 
Expect an abundance of Lake Trout, 
Walleye, Northern Pike, Arctic Grayling 
and breath-taking scenery.

Drive the Dehcho 
Connection
Running north from B.C., then east along 
the Mackenzie River before veering south 
to the Alberta-NWT border, this highway 
takes you past powerful waterfalls and 
through vast stretches of wilderness 
dotted with tranquil communities like Jean 
Marie River, population 77.
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For more information visit us online


